
                                                                                    

                             

                          

       

 Presidents Message                    
Nov 3, 2011 
 Dear Brothers and Sisters, Bouna Sera, 
  
Well, here it is, three weeks till Thanksgiving, raking the 
leaves, cleaning out  
the rain gutters and getting ready for winter. I can’t 
believe someone told me  
its only seven weeks till Christmas. 
Speaking of Christmas, our annual Christmas party will be 
on Dec. 1st.  
Please let Bob or me know if you plan to bring additional 
people. We sure do not want to run out of food. 
Preparations are now being made for another great 
sausage and polenta dinner.  
Santa will be making his delivery of toys for all the young 
boys and girls on  
that night. Open to friends and family of Sons of Italy 
members. 
 The officers are all hard at work planning the budget for 
the new year, getting ready for the Spaghetti feed, 
planning the Anniversary Dinner Dance, working on the 
Chico air show, and putting together a new membership 
drive.  
 All the above takes much work and we sure can use your 
help. Please give me a call and let me know if you can 
help. Watch for the new calendar of events  
coming in January. 
  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For those that missed the last dine out at Sicilian Café, you 
missed a fantastic dinner and a great time. Thank you 
James for a wonderful night and Roseann for  
putting this together. Since we are on the subject of 
Sicilian Café, Tickets for our Spaghetti Feed will be 
sponsored by Sicilian Café this year. Many thanks to James 
and the family.  
 As the Christmas party acts as our December meeting, we 
will not have a regular  
meeting in December due to the holidays so I hope to see 
you all at our last regular meeting this year on November 
17th. 
Respectfully, 
 President Michael Smith                                                    
 
 
 
 

November 

          Calendar of   Events                                                                        

Nov 2  Officers Mtg                                          

Nov 5 Paradiso Lodge Polenta Dinner      

Nov 11 Veterans Day                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Nov 17  Gen. Mtg/Potluck                                

Wish You Were Here Raffle                                                              

Nov 24  Happy Thanksgiving                           

No Dine-Out November or December                                   

Dec 1  SOI Christmas Party                           

No Reg. Mtg. in December 

 November  2011 

www.sonsofitalychico.com

mmmm 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                       

                          Lodge Officers 

                   President   Michael Smith                        682-5641 

                   Vice-President   John Jefsen                    892-2848 

                   Immed. Past President   Elmer Silvera  342-1630 

                   Orator   Rocky Santulli                             895-0359 

                   Recording Secretary   Jeanne Smith      898-8112 

                   Newsletter Roseann Bradley                  343-1050 

                   Financial Secretary  Debbie Rossi          345-7911 

                   Treasurer  Rita Brunelli                            893-2639 

                   Historian MaryAnn Silvera                      342-1630 

                   Trustees   Don Smith                                898-8112 

                   Ken Mackey                                               895-8545 

                   Sal Aiello                                                    876-0728 

                   Cathy Lucido                                              566-0130 

                   MC Franco & Gaylene DiLorenzo          809-0212 

                   Dominic Chiricosta                                   589-5597  

                   Bob Schneider                                           345-1461                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                   Chaplain Roseanne Chiricosta                589-5597 

                   Taste of Italy Sales Michelle Mokres     894-6049 

                   $100 Raffle Tickets   Stella Ricci             343-1 071 

                  Cultural Chair Wm Dantona                    894-5639                                                      

i                Sunshine chair  MaryAnn Silvera            342-1630 

 

 

 

 

          Please remember to bring a                              
Non-Perishable Food Item or Donate $1 to the    

Catholic Ladies Food Bank                                                 
when attending General Monthly Meeting & 
Potluck.  And Please Sign In when you arrive. 

Thank You! 

                
 
Sunshine and Flowers 
                   MaryAnn Silvera, our friend and fellow   

member has been experiencing a very difficult year 

health wise, fortunately her doctor has given her a 

clean bill of health today. 

Henry Pasquinelli has been in the hospital as of 

late.                                                                 

Please let’s keep these special people in our 

thoughts & prayers.                                                                          

               

 

HaPPY BiRTHDaY 

           November 

Tom Armosino          

Galen Capineri              

Pat Hallin                                   

Stephanie Ricci          

Yvette SanFilippo               

MaryAnn Silvera                    

Michelle Mokres 

 

 

 

Printing of the Bellini Notes 

                                 Courtesy of 

Prudential California Realty        
Roseann Bradley                                                          

180 E4th St. Ste.120                                      
Chico Ca. 95928 



 

      

         GARY QUILICI 

Owner and 

Winemaker 

72 Quail Hill Place 

Oroville CA. 95966  

530.589.5088 

Call to arrange a tour & 

tasting appointment 

www.quilicivineyards.com      Wanted!!                                           

A member to take over the planning   

of the monthly Dine-Out.                              

Minimal time required                         

Give me a call to learn details!    

Roseann 343-1050                          

Next Dine-Out will be in Jan. 2012 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Save the Date! 
The 30th Annual 

Dinner Dance 
scheduled for            

May 19th 2012                                         
ButteCreekCountryClub
This promises to be a very 

Special Evening!     
Mark  yourCalenars 
now& plan to attend!                                 

Guests Welcome! 

Sons of Italy website 
  www.sonsofitalychico.com

“Wish You Were Here!”                             

Raffle                                

Every month at the General 

mtg. 

Annual $100 Raffle                        

$10each 

Tickets will be on sale at                    

the General Meetings                                              

Or Call Stella Ricci 342-1071              

 

Mooney Farms Christmas Preview                       
Christmas is just around the corner, one way to get a 

start on the season is to attend the                        

Annual Christmas Preview at the Mooney Farms Store 

1220 Fortress (Chico Airport)                                        

Fri Nov 18 from 2-6pm.                                                  

At this event there will be great food to sample and 

purchase. You’ll find locally produced sauces, jams, 

sundried tomatoes, tapenades, olives, olive oil & more. 

All available to purchase individually or in gift baskets. 

Make it an evening event, stop by there for appetizers 

& then go to dinner at your favorite local restaurant!! 



Sons Of Italy 

Vincenzo Bellini Lodge 

#2519 

Membership Meeting
Membership Meeting – 

Meeting called to order by President Michael Smith at 7:10pm Sons of Italy – Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519 

Membership Meeting – October 20, 2011 

Meeting called to order by President Michael Smith 

at 7:20pm 

 

Roll Call of Officers: Excused absences were Past 

President Elmer Silvera, Treasurer Rita Brunelli, 

Historian Mary Ann Silvera, Master of Ceremonies 

Franco Di Lorenzo, and Chaplain Rosanne Chiricosta 

The Minutes from the September Meeting were 

approved as published. 

Guests: Beth Azavedo was our guest. She is 

interested in learning the Italian language, and 

enjoyed conversations with several of our fluent 

members. Beth owns Bunnies and Blooms Florist in 

Paradise. 

Cathy Lucido offered her a warm welcome. 

 

New Member Applications: There were no new 

member applications. 

Roseann Bradley who publishes the Bellini Notes is 

requesting members to submit articles or stories that 

would be of interest in the newsletter. Roseann’s 

email is Bradleyfam5@msn.com or call her at 343-

1050.  

Please contact Roseann with your email address so 

she can forward the Bellini Notes directly to you. 

Benefits include postage savings for our Lodge, 

saves paper and the cost of printing, plus you get 

to see the Newsletter in FULL COLOR! 

 

Communications: 

A letter from State Trustee Joy Bruno says that she 

plans to make an official visit In November.  

The Pittsburgh Lodge is having a Cucidati Contest. 

We learned that these are tiny Italian cookies. It is to 

take place on Sunday, November 20
th

. You mail your 

cookies if you are unable to attend, for more details 

contact Jeanne Smith. 

Newsletters were received from Paradiso and Shasta 

Lodges. 

The OSIA Supreme Council has a cookbook for sale, 

which can be used as a fundraiser for local lodges. 

PacSun is having an Olive tasting event on 

November 5
th

 from 11:00am to 3:00pm. 

The Garibaldi-Meucci sent a thank you 

acknowledging our purchase of a brick  

supporting the museum. They also sent an invitation 

to attend their 23
rd

 Annual Fundraiser Brunch to be 

held on Staten Island, New York on November 5
th

. 

 

Committee Reports: 
Financials Debbie Rossi presented bills to be paid, in 

Rita Brunelli’s absence. One was per capita the other 

was for postage. 

She also gave us our current bank balances. 

Sunshine:                                                                      

Mary Ann Silvera has fallen again and broken her 

arm this time right after being released from the 

hospital. She is suffering a lot of pain.                     

Ellie Azzarito is finishing up radiation treatment and 

will be to Chico permanently very soon.                

Anita Pasquinelli is doing well.                                 

Joyce Caparello told us that within this past month, 

she lost her sister and a brother-in-law. 

30
th

 Anniversary Dinner Dance: We have made 

nailed down all the very timely basics, the location 

BCCC, the band will be Lou White, and the date May 

19
th

 2012. Mark your calendars! Cathy Lucido and 

Jeanne Smith got together on October 20
th

 and 

discussed some ideas. 

Northern California Western foundation Golf Classic: 

This event was an enormous success! Each year it 

gets bigger. John Costa our State Trustee presented 

a plaque to Joe Matz of Recology for his continued 

mailto:Bradleyfam5@msn.com


support of the Golf tournament.The committee will 

get together to discuss the disbursement to Chico 

High and Pleasant Valley High School Sports Booster 

Clubs.  

Donation Advisory Committee: We are looking for 

two members who would be willing to help 

determine if requests for donations fit the basic 

criteria of our guidelines. John Jefsen has 

volunteered to chair this committee. Michael Smith 

has decided to call a few members he thinks may be 

interested. 

Christmas Party: Bob Schneider says plans are well 

underway. The date is set for Dec 1
st

, at Our Divine 

Savior Catholic Church. Dinner will be polenta and 

sausage and pizza. Please contact friends and family 

now, we need to have a good count of how many 

will be coming so we can plan to have enough food. 

Plus Santa needs to know how many boys and girls 

and their ages will be attending, he’s got to get his 

list ready too.                                                            

Please bring a nice item for the raffle and try to 

avoid white elephants. We make a nice donation 

from the proceeds to the North Valley Catholic Social 

Services. 

Spaghetti Feed: James Taylor of the Sicilian Café has 

graciously offered to sponsor the purchase of the 

tickets for the Spaghetti Feed. We need to get the 

tickets printed right away so we can hit the ground 

running in January, with the sales. Many thanks to 

James! 

Dine-Out: The dine-out for this month will be the 

Sicilian Café on October 28
th

 at 6:00pm. There will be 

a limited menu and seating. Please let Roseann know 

if you will be attending. Bradleyfam5@msn.com or 

call her at 343-1050. 

New Business:                                                                

The interest continues in looking for a different 

location to hold our monthly meeting. The Chico 

Grange Hall is a good possibility. Ken Mackey, 

Michael Smith and Jeanne and Don Smith met with 

the Grange Hall manager for a tour, and were 

impressed with the facility. The cost would go up 

some, but it could open up more opportunities 

for us. 

It was suggested that we hold a meeting there so 

everyone could see it, then we can make a decision. 

Good of the Order 

Raffle winners! 

50/50 Raffle – Pattie Denito won $37.00 

Stella’s $100.00 Raffle – Josh Duarte 

“Wish You We Here” Raffle $25.00 George Oreggia’s 

name was drawn, but too bad he was not there to 

collect his prize!                           Next month the 

drawing will be $35.00! 

State Deputy Comments: 

Elmer Silver to Shasta Lodge: Elmer was not present 

at the meeting.                                                               

Sal Aiello to Paradiso Lodge: Sal tells us that our 

friends in Paradise are very busy rehearsing for their 

Annual Polenta and Chicken Dinner Show to be held 

on November 5
th

. Tickets are $15.00; he has tickets 

this evening. The Lodge will have a booth at the 

Halloween Party at Terry Ashe Park; they will sell 

hotdogs and burgers. They are also sponsoring flag 

football.                                                                           

Jim Lamana, Our State Deputy:                                      

Jim was very impressed by the ongoing success of 

the SOI WF Golf Tournament.                           

Congratulations on successfully hanging on to the 

Bocce Ball Trophy.                                                    

Wonderful participation in the community 

sponsored Palio.                                                          

Says Donation committee is a good idea to screen 

charities.                                                                    

Remember that getting involved with the 

community opens doors for fundraising.                   

His Cowboy BBQ served 4500 take-out dinners!        

The Airshow in Redding this year was another 

tremendous success!                              Meeting 

Adjourned 7:50pm                                             

Respectfully Submitted by                                      

Jeanne Smith, Recording Secretary              

mailto:Bradleyfam5@msn.com


  

PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING DONATIONS                

FROM CHICO SOI 

 We do have a procedure for requesting donations from the 
Chico SOI Lodge.  Any member or any other person or entity 
may request a donation from the Chico SOI Lodge.  
However, in order for the request to be recognized 
and acted upon by the officers and then the general 
members, all requests (those made by members or 
the public) must meet certain requirements. 

 1.         All requests must be in writing; 

  2.         The request must include the name and 
address of the organization seeking                           
the donation; 

  3.         The amount of the request and the purpose 
or use to which any funds donated                                
by the Chico SOI Lodge will used; and  

 4.         Whether or not the organization seeking the 
request is a 501(c)3 tax exempt                          
organization. 

 We have a sample Donation Application form.   Any request 
for donations from the Chico SOI Lodge which is not in 
writing and does not include the above information will not 
be acted upon and will be returned to the requesting party.   

 Upon receipt of a proper request, the request will first be 
reviewed by our Donation Advisory Committee, and then 
presented to the Officers, along with the Donation Advisory 
Committee’s recommendation for approval or rejection, for 
tentative approval or rejection by the officers.  If tentatively 
approved by the officers, information concerning the request 
will be published in the Bellini Notes and then the request 
will be presented at the next meeting following the 
publication of the request in the Bellini Notes for approval or 
rejection by the general membership.   Note:  It will take a 
minimum of at least 30 days to get final approval, 
and probably 45 to 60 days in most circumstances.  

 

Above in this column is the explanation of procedures 
required when a donation is requested from the Sons of 
Italy.                                                                               
Above, in the right column is a Sample of the form 
required to be filled out and submitted to the donation 
advisory committee whenever a donation is requested.                                                                      
The board is in the process of selecting the donation 
advisory committee. Until then, if you know of an 
organization requesting a donation from us please contact 
John Jefsen for the above required form. 

                       REQUEST FOR DONATION 

FROM THE VINCENZO BELLINI LODGE OF               
THE SONS OF ITALY 

1.         
__________________________________________                                          
  (Name of Organization or Requestor) 

 2.         
__________________________________________
  (Address of Organization or Requestor) 

 3.         
__________________________________________
  (Address of Organization or Requestor) 

 4.         
__________________________________________
  (Name of Contact Person Representing Requestor) 

 5.         
__________________________________________ 
(Telephone Number of Requestor and/or Contact Person 

 6.         
__________________________________________ 
(Description of Activities, Purpose and Function of 
RequestingOrganization_________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
____________ _____________________________
________________________________ 

 7.         Is the Requesting Organization a qualified IRS 
501(c)3 organization?  If so, attach a copy of IRS letter of 
qualification.  [       ] Yes              [      ]  No 

 8.         Minimum Amount of Funds Requested $_________    
9.          (Description of Purpose to Which the Funds Will Be 
Used)______________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

  Dated:__________________                          

________________________________        
(Signature of Authorized Representative)



Sons of Italy-Questionnaire

 
                                           Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519 

 

Dear Vincenzo Bellini Lodge Members,  Name optional________________________ 

Your officers would like your help in making a better organization for all of us. By answering this 

questionnaire, you will help us to understand what you would like to get from your membership. Of 

course, our number one purpose is to help preserve our Italian Heritage, while at the same time raise 

funds for scholarships and other worthy charities both local, state and nationwide. I think we would all 

agree that we also want to have a good time, promote camaraderie and friendship while we pursue 

these goals. 

Please take a few moments to print out, & fill out this form, your feedback is important. 

1. If you don’t attend monthly potluck meetings regularly, we’d like to know why. Bad location, 
inconvenient day/time, boring, not interested just pay annual dues…?  Tell 
us___________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________ 
2. What social activities/fundraising activities interest you? New ideas? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 
3. Do you feel comfortable calling Committee Chairs or Lodge Officers to offer help for events like the 
Spaghetti Feed, Christmas Party, Summer Picnic, etc.? How comfortable are you to offer suggestions to 
improve these events? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________                                                               

4. Your personal comments please. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________ 

5. If you think it would be good to discuss this questionnaire at one of our meetings, please 
check here.  YES______  NO______ 
Please mail your completed survey to Jeanne Smith 2319 Holly Av. Chico, Ca. 95926 or drop off at next mtg 11/17 



 

 

 

 

Sons of Italy Annual Christmas Party 

This is an event for all Members, Families and Friends 

Thursday December 1, 2011  Our Divine Savior Church Hall 566 E. Lassen Av Chico 

5 pm No Host Cocktails      6 pm Polenta & Sausage Dinner 

$10 for Adults               Free Pizza for children 10 years & under! 

Everyone, Please bring an unwrapped gift to donate to the raffle 

Please no ‘white elephants’  

This is a very popular event.                                                                                                                                               
Everyone is welcome, but to be prepared                                                                                                

with plenty of polenta and pizza we need to                                                                                                           
know the number of adults/children attending.                                                                            

Please RSVP to Jackie and Bob 345-1461 

 

 

 

         

This is a fundraiser; Proceeds from this event are donated to                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

No. Valley Catholic Social Services                                                                                                                             

Who provide assistance to needy families in Butte County



SOI Grand Lodge                  

Scholarships 

Available to High School Seniors for Academic 

Achievement and Italian Language Study 

Grants for summer 2012.  The deadline for 

applications is March 1, 2012 Applications are 

available on line www.sonsofitalyca.org or call 

Debbie Rossi for more info 345-7911 

              NEED A RIDE?                       
President Michael would like to see more attendance 

at the General Monthly Meetings. If you need a ride 

please give one of our ‘Officers’ a call. You’ll find 

their Phone Numbers listed right here in the 

BelliniNotes Newsletter 

 

 

 

Updates form Nov 2, 2011 

Officers Meeting 

*Next up for Son’s of Italy events is the            

Christmas Party. All members will be hearing from 

committee members inquiring about attendance. The 

committee wants to make sure they have plenty of 

food for adults and kids alike. More importantly a gift 

from Santa for every child. Please mark your 

calendars for Dec.1 and organize with your family 

and friends who will be attending!                                    

*The Spaghetti Feed will be on Sunday March 

25, 2012. The tickets are being printed and the 

Committee hopes to have them available for sale 

in Jan.                                                                         

*The 30thAnniversary Dinner Dance is 

scheduled for  May 19, 2012. The Committee is 

working to make this an inviting yet elegant 

affair.                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

         Rumor has it                                   

there is a cooking challenge                                                                                 

in the works. 

Cathy tells Michael that her 

Lasagna is better than his……. 

Stay tuned for further detailsȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

being said that at the February meeting 

ÞÌɀÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÉÌÚÛȵɯ

Others are threatening to meet the 

challenge too, 

                            Are you? 

Stay tuned for updates on the cook-off!

.                                                                                                                                                     

    
 

    

http://www.sonsofitalyca.org/


         
 
 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

News of the                                            
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519                                
Order Sons of Italy in America 

 

 P.O. Box 736 

 Chico, Ca 95927 

 

 

 

 
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge meets every 3rd Thursday of the 

month @ St. Johnõs Catholic Church @ 5th & Chestnut 
Sts.6pm Chicowww.sonsofitalychico.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 


